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sugjzcr: The Garrison Investigation of the 
Assassination of President Kennedy -- 
Alleged CIA Connections with Garrison's 





Suspects 
SECRET : 
‘New Orleans District Attorney James C. Garrison has | 


made numerous charges that several of his suspects in his 
investigation of the assassination of President Renner y have 
had connections with the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). 
There follows some of his specific allegations vinien we have 
learned about either from Garrison's public statements or _ 
from FBI sources and the known comments of the CLA with respect 
thereto. | 
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lL. Garris on claims that Lee Harvey Oswald did not 

kill President Kennedy but that the President WAS assassinated 

by five nae haat Cubans who were angered over his handling 

of the Bay of Pigs invasion. Garrison claims that the assassins 

“were former CIA employees committed to an adventure in Cuba. 

Garrison has said that he does not believe the CIA planned the. 

Kennedy murder, or knew of it beforehand, but that the CIA is — 

making every effort.to prevent his office. from Tralting or Learm-= 
-, ing. the. whereabouts, of the assassins as ao 2s concerned ¢ aie 8 
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The CIA was quoted in ‘the newspapers as stating® ue 
that the organization would have no coment on | 





Garrison's remarks,: (Evening Star, 5/22/67 i JAN 2S 187} | 

t ; 

| e. Garrison has reportedly said that he has| letters ‘ F 

signed by CIA representatives or by Senator Robert _FiuKennedy =. ee > 

which authorize certain Americans to work with Cubens for ne. ! 
assassination of Castro. (FBI Memo 5/17/67) : 
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CTA savieed the Bureau in May 1967 that such 


gpot to letters never existed and therefore could not - se 
w | teas be in the possession of Garrison. (FBI Memo | ee 
wd fem 5/11/87) 7 : : 
: MOE ae 
ae a 3. Garrison reportedly believes that there was an anti- 


At oe ‘Cas tro training camp on the shores of Lake Ponchartrain near 

f Wew Orleans which was operated by the CIA to train assassins 

‘iia to send to Cuba and that Oswald waS\once at the camp. This camp 
| was reportedly run by an individual known as Richard Davis. ) 


(FBI Memos 4/6/67, 5/15/07) 


To our knowledge, no information has been. 
received from CIA concerning the alleged 
training camp or Richard Davis. An FBI 
memorandum of March 3,:19607, reported that 
the Bureau files contain no information indi- 
cating that Oswald had any connection with 
Davis. Davis has been: described as a pro- 
moter and a hustler, who will do anything for 
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money, and is often carried away with his own , 

aes ‘thinking. (149-4801). | | 

ti) ue “hh, Garrison claims ee Oswald was probably a CIA agent | 

/ yt who worked undercover with anti-Castro Cubans with the knowledge F 
" of Federal agents. Garrison claims thet Oswald was recruited i 
py CIA for an operation, approved by President Kennedy, the pur~ | 


= of which was to assassinate Fidel Castro, and when Oswald 
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sassinated. President Kennedy it became necessary to show him " 
ae a Communist in order to conceal the original plan. (UPI . th 
5/8,9/67, New York Times 5/10/67) | fi 
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Commission a fake photograph instead of providing a picture of 
Lee Harvey Oswald and a Cuban companion leaving the Cuban Embassey 
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CIA has scene he Criminal Division of _ og 
the Department with an affidavit that they : 
do not have, and have never had, a photograph t 
of Oswald in Mexico City. | 
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6. Garrison wae: charged Gordon . Novel. and Sergio Arcacha , 
_ Smith with the burglary of the Schumberger Well: Servica company | S : 
. munitions bunker in Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, in 1961. : 
Garrison evidently believes that some of the individuals in- a 
volved in this robbery. (Hovel, David Ferrie, Smith, and several 7 
Cubans) were also involved in the assassination and that a panel 3 
truck used in the robbery Was. used jn the assassination. Gordon : 
Novel reportedly contends that he was employed by CIA, was act- ! 
- ing for CIA, and that the burelary of the munitions bunker Was ; 
not; an an actual burglary. Novel eda ates contends that CIA had 
an arrangement. with ochumberger to keep ammunition, borib casings, 
and other material in the emmunition bunker ; that Schumberger 
became upset over the Ba TOL Pigs invasion and wanted. to get ees 
of their contract with CTA: and that arrangements were then med 
for the bomb. casings and other naterials stored in the bunker ka 
be taken cut by Novel and his group. Novel has indicated that 
he and sergio Arcecha Smith are still. Employed by CIA. Novel 
has stated that in the event he is returned to New Orleans to 
face charges of burglary, this will be his defense. (FBI Memo 
4/24/67) Novel also claims that he once operated the Evergreen 
Advertising Agency as a front for CLA communications and thet 
funds were channelled to him by CIA. (FBE Mem 0 4/27/67) Gordon 
Novel's attorney also stated on May 25, 1067, + that Novel worked 
for the CIA in early 1961, serving as an intermediary between 
the CIA and anti-Castro Cubans in Hew Orleans and Miami before 
the April 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion. aS attorney, Steve Plotkins 
maintained, though, that Novel had Peet Le OF NOUiI ne to do with 
the. Bay. of Pigs invasion and. certeiniy. cha ad:..absolutely nothing to * 
"¢@o with’ the assass ination of Pres ident: ey 
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P | CIA has advised the Pitan that Novel's claims 
aS are completely false and that Novel hos. never: 
f been of operational interest. CIA also advised 
? that the Agency has. never utilized bunkers be- 
longing to the Schumberger Well Service Company 
for storage of munitions and that the Evergreen 
Advertising Agency has had no connection whatso- 
ever with CLA operations, (FBI Memo 4/27/67) 
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7. On May 22, 1967, Garrison had hand delivered to the 


Special Agent in Charge of the Mew Orleans FBI office copies of | 
a letter addressed to a "Mr. Weiss" allegedly written by Gordon 
Novel referring to the Poubie-ChekLGornoratign The Bureau ! 
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for anti- Aaetee activity until the abortive revolutionary attempt 
in April 1961. Smith was known to be Eneeoes in such recruiting 
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| | 9. Garrison is reported to believe that “Clay Shaw, 
<.  * who has been charged by Garrison with conspiracy to assass inate 
. _ President Kennedy, was a CIA agent involved in an anti-Castro 
| _ plot which either backfired or was redirected against President 
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CIA aavieea the Bureau in aan 1067 that 

on May 9, 1961, Deputy Director Cabell, CIA, 

was introduced before his speech to the Foreign 
Policy Association in New Orleans by Cley Shaw, 
who was the program director, and that from 
December 19483 through May 1956,,.CiAts Domestic... 
7 | Contact Service did have some xe slationship with’ 
- ss SRW, as it was interested in Shaw's inter- 
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national contacts. CIA claims that the last 
contact with Shaw in this. regard:-was in. May 


1956. (FBI Memo 4/27/67) 
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